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indexed. Not illustrated. 1884 Excerpt: .lawn behind his house in Thistle Grove, Chel sea, and, calling me to him,
gave me a lesson in sparring. I was, of course, afraid to strike out; but he repeatedly shouted to me to hit hard,
and to aim at his head. The pugnacious element was peculiar to him decidedly. It is clear, unmistakable in all
his writings--it gave a zest to his conversation. It extended to physical prowess; for he, borne down by
rheumatism, was heard, in a moment of anger, to threaten the eviction of a gentleman standing six feet, by the
window. He would wander in aEer-life through the most lonely places at any hour of the night, calm as in his
own study. I call to mind an occasion on which when walking home with him, a gardener, a square, strong
man, hustled me as he passed. The father turned upon him, and bade him, take care of the child. The man
replied with a gross impertinence. In a minute the father s hat and stick were in my trembling hands, and a
hard blow would have been dealt in a minute had not the burly workman, cowed by the fierceness of his little
opponent, slunk away.--BlanChard Jerrold ( Life of Jerrold ). My father might have pushed more rapidly
forward to comfort in his early days had he possessed a more pliant nature; but his road was straight ahead.
You might cast barricades in his way, and slyly invite him...
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