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Excerpt: . age and health, not to mention other disabilities in
me, to set about it. Did the world want a rule, I confess there
could be no work so necessary 1 Familiar Letters, p. 5; William
Molyneux to Locke, 27 August, 1692. 2 Ibid., p. 10; Locke to
William Molyneux, 20 Sept., 1692. A?02. A PROPOSED TREATISE
ON ETHICS. 281 nor so commendable. But the gospel contains
so perfect a body of ethics, that reason may be excused from
that inquiry, since she may find man s duty clearer and easier
in revelation than in herself. Think not this the excuse of a lazy
man, though it be perhaps of one who, having a sufficient rule
for his actions, is content therewith and thinks he may perhaps,
with more profit to himself, employ the little time and strength
he has in other researches wherein...
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