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the class year, as part of the 12-hour rule that has since been included in the Department of Education
regulations. The 50 percent rule will likely be incorporated, I think, into the higher education reauthorization
process. In addition, as Mr. Stenholm and Mr. Goodlatte mentioned, the No Child Left Behind Act now in effect
for the last year and a half, provided unprecedented flexibility for rural schools to combine funds and resources
to meet their own unique needs. Funding for No Child Left Behind in the amount of 168 million is targeted to
rural areas to leverage other resources, and furthermore, rural schools can transfer money out of their non-
Title | programs to meet their highest priority needs in their schools, whether it be teacher training quality or
technology. But all schools have the technology pot of funds based on their free and reduced lunch, and that
program continues to grow. And so | want to really follow up on the point that was made or the question that
Chairman Goodlatte mentioned. And that is, given the size of this program and given the track record of where
the appropriators have been, it seems to me that the most effective way to use this money is to leverage this
and to bring more syn-ergy between this program and programs on behalf of the Depart-ment of Education,
resources that we provide local schools and States. And considering how the Congress usually works, my
guess...
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