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1863 What would be the fate of Lancaster county, with her well known stock and barns? We really began to
tremble. Then came the Governor s call for troops and we had little time to think of ourselves: there, were
others to be cared for. The boys were to be fitted out, haversacks were to be made and filled, shirts and
stockings prepared, and the many nameless etceteras provided. Then after our own had been supplied, both
benevolence and patriotism dictated to think of others. Accordingly the society s rooms were opened, and all of
us worked for our less fortunate soldiers, who had neither mothers nor sisters to interest themselves in their
behalf. And as we worked, the sad, quiet expression of all faces told of the deep interest felt. To be sure, it was
no now thing to meet and work; this had been done since the commencement of the war. Regiments had been
furnished, hospitals supplied, returning regiments had been welcomed; in fact we have done what we could.
But now each felt as if they were working for their homes, and for those who were going forth to protect them.
So the days passed slowly by. All who could get away from the city had gone, and the place, never very gay,
now assumed the quiet aspect of despair. It deep gloom was only interrupted by the passing through of
thousands of troops for the defense of the State Capital, and the arrival of Milroy s wagon train, who were
retreating from Winchester, exhausted and sorely smarting under their late defeat. - They...
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